Case study: Chris Dowse,
Hall Farm, Lincolnshire

Stubbles are retained to provide land to support
gamebirds and stand guns on shoot days and it
fits in well with our farming system on the
lighter land. These options are not suitable on the
heavier soils on the Humber Bank due to the
heavier weed burden here.

The weeds are not considered to be an
agronomic problem as they are easily
controlled in the following crop.

A variable stubble height is deliberately created
in the fields by adjusting the cutter on the
combine as the taller stubble provides some
cover for gamebirds.

Sources of further
information

RSPB Arable Farmland Adviser:
01767 680551
www.rspb.org.uk/farming

Smiths Gore — Farm Management
01962 857405
www.smithsgore.co.uk

Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group:
024 7669 6699
www.fwag.org.uk

The Game and Wildlife Conservation
Trust: 01425 652381
www.gct.org.uk

Visit www.farmwildlife.info to:

e Post your questions and ideas on
the discussion forum

e Read case studies of how farmers
are benefiting wildlife

e Find out about events and courses
in farm wildlife conservation

o Use the comprehensive list of links
to other websites concerned with
farm wildlife conservation

RSPB regd charity in the UK no 207076
In Scotland no SCO 37654
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Over-wintered
stubbles

How to integrate wildlife benefits

into your farming business



Why leave over-wintered
stubbles?

If you have spring crops in your rotation,
then over-wintered stubbles may be the
easiest way for you to provide seed food
for birds through the winter. The economic
analysis opposite shows that you can make
a profit from switching to a spring crop
using Entry Level Stewardship (ELS)
payments for over-wintered stubbles, as
well as spreading your workload and
getting better spring weed control.

Research has shown that birds such as
skylarks and yellowhammers have declined
most seriously in landscapes where there
are no over-wintered stubbles. It is
estimated that skylarks would not decline
at all if over-wintered stubbles were left
on 20% of the area. Stubbles managed
under ELS with no pre-harvest glyphosate,
are better for birds. The area needed is
probably less if ELS stubbles are used.

Stubbles also benefit brown hares and rare
arable plants.

What you can do

Leave cereal stubbles uncultivated and
unsprayed for as long as possible to
provide seed food for birds.

Under ELS, the over-wintered stubble
option requires no use of pre-harvest
glyphosate and retaining the stubble
without cultivations, sprays or fertilisers
until 15 February.

Seed food available for birds peaks at the
time of crop harvest, but becomes
increasingly sparse from then until new
seed sources become available in the
spring. The later you can leave stubbles,
the better, or you can supplement stubbles
with wild bird seed mixtures.

Many seed-eating birds forage more
successfully in short stubbles, where they
can see approaching danger and fly off.
However, gamebirds prefer to forage in tall
stubbles that also act as cover for them
through the winter.

Economic analysis

(by Smiths Gore farm management)

The analysis compares a hectare of
winter barley and a hectare of over-
wintered stubble with ELS payment
followed by a spring barley crop.
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Income from crop £810 | £709
Income from ELS £120
Variable costs -£365 | -£320
Gross margin £445 | £509
Change in gross margin £64

Assumptions:

W malt barley yield: 6 t/ ha

Spr malting barley yield: 5.25 t per ha
Barley value: £135/t

For further details and help in doing
your own calculations, visit
www.smithsgore.co.uk/publications




